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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

R151ng fourteen stories from the summit of a high hill'in the midst- of Asheville,
the Battery Park Hotel is one of Asheville's most striking landmarks. -Standing on the
remains of the higher hill truncated by developer E. W. Grove, it faces down the slope,

 Grove's equally ambitious, sprawling Arcade (NR). Designed by hotel architect W. L.
Stoddart, the Battery Park is a representative and little-changed example of eclectic
1920s hotel architecture, its functional brick mass accented with notes of Neo-Classical
elegance and Spanlsh romanticism. :

The main block of the building is a massive T form, with the crossplece of the T
forming the main (south) facade. The main elevation is seven bays wide, with the thlrd
and fifth bays being double ones. To either side of this block is a two-story wing, and
at the top is a three-bay penthouse. At the rear of the stem of the T rises a chimney.
The corners of the brick building are defined by brick quoins, and horizontal decorative
bands break up the height of the building into a strong three-part division: the three-
story base, the eight-story main expanse, and the one—story cornlce topped by the pent-
house. , .

" Across the entry level of the facade stretches a terrace, bounded by a classical
urn balustrade. The balustrade is repeated on the flanking terraces that serve the
wings. The east side terrace is shaded by a pergola whose open roof is supported by
JTonic columns. (The pergola on the west is gone.) Large French doors with fanlights
connect the terraces with the large rooms filling the wings.

The focus of the ground level front is a trio of large, arched. openings, each two
stories in height——the main entrance’ andlﬁlgnklng windows,. In the remalnlng pairs of
flanking bays are first-level French doors and second-level paired windows with double-
hung sash. At the third level are simple double-hung sash windows occurrlng singly and
in pairs. ‘This three—story base area is further emphasized by the use of brick in
striated courses.that continue the lines of the quoins, and by a heavy, richly decorated
carved cornice that carries around the front and sides of the building. -This cornice
serves as continuous sill for the elaborately treated windows of the fourth level. Ornate
open pediments, cartouches, and other classical’ motifs are used to enrich these windows.-
Similar motifs recur at the three central bays of the fifth level. The windows at the
sixth through tenth levels are simply treated with doublerhung six-over-—one sash.

The upper levels are elaborately treated. At the eleventh level, which is set off
by a narrow molded cornice, alternating bays have ornate firon balconies. Above,
creating a dominant roofline, is a broad, strongly molded stone cornice accented with
a series of shields in high relief, beneath a dentil molding. The thirteenth-story
windows occur between this molding and the wide bracketed eaves of the overhanging green
tile roof. This area is further enriched by the use of the diaperwork in colorful tile

- filling the wall surfaces between the windows. The rooflfine is interrupted by the
pendhouse, ‘whose: three bays rise a full story above the- thirteenth story, Its three
large arched windows are served by iron balconies, and cartouches fiank the windows.
The bracketed cornice and deeply overhanging tile roof are repeated. - '

Within, the hotel retains vestiges of its earlier splendor despite the ravages of
thieves, vandals, and neglect in recent years. The lobby is a splendid, light open
‘space overlooked on three sides by the paneled balcony of the mezzanlne, which is carried
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cn elaborate ceiling-high pillars and ornate consoles. Tile floors, marble stairs

 (@inus their railings), marble baseboards, and paneled wainscots survive. Of special
importance is the fountain in the elevator lobby. Resembiing a fireplace in appearance,
this ceramic fountain, located against the wall, has a semi-circular opening with a molded
fan back. Above this a rectangular composition of tile rises to near-ceiling height,
framing a colorful, realistic, and skillfully executed ceremic mosaic of the original
Battery Park Hotel. The ceramic inscription reads, "Erected 1884 BATTERY PARK HOTEL
Razed 1923". .

The wing rooms, the gold room and the dining room are spacious and handsomely
finished. The gold room or ball room has paneled wainscot, triple windows beneath
fanlights, applied moldings on the walls, and ornate rococo molded plaster ceiling
'decoration. The dining room is somewhat simpler but has a dramatic series of supporting
arches and a handsome coffered ceiling. ! ‘

The rooms of the several floors are functional and typical hotel rooms, arranged
around a T hall plan. Walls are plastered, wainscoted, and papered. Many original
bathroom fixtures, marble accoutrements, and tile floors remain.

The penthouse is as handsomely- appointed as the main floor. The front room is
especially fine. On all four sides of the rectangular rodm are large openings, those
on the inner wall being mirrored, those on the other three sides windows and French
doors, creating a light interior and permitting a grand view of the city and mountains
beyond. On either side, French doors open to roof terraces not visible from below. All
the openings, with a central glazed leaf framed by sidelights and transom, are surmounted
by a fanlight which is in turn framed by a pointed vault that fits into a cove ceiling.
The walls and vaults are articulated with applied moldings forming panels. Under the
peeling paint can be seen ornate stenciling on the plaster with urms, scrolls, wreaths
and foliage in green, gold, brown, and ivory. The cove ceiling is underlined with a .
rich plaster cornice of corn, oak leaves, pineapples, and grapes. The rear penthouse
room is less elaborately treated, has a tile floor, and windows overlooking balconies.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Battery Park Hotel is one of Asheville's most prominent landmarks topographically
and historically, a vivid expression of the city's rapid development in the 1920s. 1In-
“the early 1920s E. @. Grove, entrepreneur and ambitious developer of Asheville, bought
the old Battery Park Hotel, razed it and its hill, and created a major complex including
an arcade, office buildings, and a new Battery Park Hotel.| The fourteen-story brick
hotel, designed by hotel architect W. L. Stoddart, stands high on the summit of the slope,
commanding a dramatic view .of the city. . . o T o o
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The completion of the Battery Park Hotel in 1886, the same year the Western North
Carolina Railroad reached Asheville, was the beginning of Asheville's first boom period.
"That year . . . began the dawn of a new era, and new life gnd energy crept into the
town. Capitalists and homeseekers bggan pouring in. . . .!" The population, 2,610 in -
1880, had climbed to 11,500 by 1890. Local tradition states that it was from the porches
of the Battery Park that George Vanderbilt "first gazed out upon the misty stritch of
towering mountain peaks and resolved to make his home in the Land of the Sky."
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